THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND
QUESTION 17. Into what estate did the fall bring
mankind ?
ANSWER.   The fall brought mankind into an estate
of sin and misery.
QUESTION 18. Wherein consists the sinfulness of that
estate whereinto man fell ?
ANSWER. The sinfulness of that estate whereinto
man fell, consists in the guilt of Adam's first sin, the
want of original righteousness, and the corruption of
his whole nature, which is commonly called Original
Sin, together with all actual transgressions which
proceed from it.
QUESTION 19. What is the misery of that estate
whereinto man fell ?
ANSWER. All mankind by their fall lost Communion
with God, are under His wrath and curse, and so made
liable to all miseries in this life, to death itself, and to
the pains of hell for ever.
Perhaps these answers were indeed such as to
inculcate an ' astonishing precision of thought regard-
ing the mysteries of human destiny *; but it is a
precision that most of us would gladly be without.
And such immoderate concern with the ultimate
mysteries of human destiny was perhaps responsible
for the ministers* strange neglect of immediate phenom-
ena almost as mysterious as the predestined damnation
in which they believed.
In the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries, tens
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